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The Real (and Rising) Cost of Powering Your Pivot

Let's be direct. If you're running a modern farm in the US or Europe, your irrigation system isn't just a piece of
equipment; it's your financial lifeline. And its biggest, most volatile input cost? Energy. I've been on farms from
California's Central Valley to the fields of northern Germany, and the story is the same: diesel prices swing, grid power
rates spike during peak demand, and a single outage during a critical growth window can mean a total loss. The
International Energy Agency (IEA) notes that global electricity demand for irrigation is set to grow significantly, adding
more pressure to already strained grids. You're not just growing crops; you're managing a complex, energy-intensive
business.

Beyond the kWh Price Tag: The Hidden Drain on Your Farm's Budget

Okay, so we know energy is expensive. But the problem is deeper than your monthly utility bill. Honestly, the real pain
points | see on site are the ones that don't have a simple line item.

¢ Demand Charges & Time-of-Use Tariffs: In many regions, you're charged not just for how much power you
use, but for the highest rate
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